The aim of the study, carried out in a section of the Drzewiczka River downstream of a dam reservoir and a white-water canoeing track, was to estimate seasonal changes in the number of drifting invertebrates, especially Trichoptera and their body size and weight as compared with individuals living in benthos. It was also important to determine environmental factors which have the most significant influence on transported invertebrate fauna.
Introduction
Flow is one of the most important factors influencing the abundance of invertebrates drifting in running waters. It is classified as disturbance if it alters the functioning of an ecosystem by decreasing access to food resources, change of inorganic substrate granularity, or change in other elements of the physical environment (Allan 1995). The scale of disturbances of watercourses varies extensively due to different frequency and/or amplitude of water flow (Picket & White 1985 , Maier 2001 . Permanently disturbed river ecosystems exist downstream of dam reservoirs or hydroelectric
